
Gallery Trail
Self-Guided

Explore the museum galleries to 
complete this trail.  
Work alone or as part of a team.
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1The Empire and World War One

Bells were used on ships to tell time, call to 
action stations and even to christen 
the babies of the men on ship.

Read about this bell and the ship it came from.  

Why is this bell special?  
Who paid for the bell?

The piu piu was gifted to Captain Halsey when 
HMS NEW ZEALAND visited New Zealand in 1913.  
It was said that if the captain of the ship wore the 

piu piu there would be no casualties in battle.

Do you have something that brings you good luck? 
What other things do people think bring good luck?

“109 weary days in this dreary place...”
Who wrote this?

Finish the quote.

3World War Two

A ditty box was a safe place 
a sailor could put personal 
treasures while on ship.  

What did T. A. Hutchins put in his box?
What would you put in your ditty box to 
remind you of home?

Find the Morse code key and alphabet. 
Tap your name out on the Morse key.

Find out the names of the bird-class 
minesweepers that fought the huge Japanese 
submarine.

How did they sink the much bigger submarine?

2Mess Deck

Try on a Navy uniform.  Is it comfortable?
Ratings have round hats and the men and 
women wear the same hat.  Officers have 

different hats for men and women.   
Can you tell which is which?

Why do you think the mattresses are strapped 
to the bunk beds?

Find the General Mess Menu from 1943.  
What was the biggest meal of the day?
From the menu, which meal would have been 
your favourite?

Why do you think they stopped using hammocks 
and moved to bunk beds? 
Which would you prefer?

4 World War Two

When was the Women’s Royal New Zealand Naval 
Service established? When did it finish for good?

Turn the ships wheel.
What are the Navy names for left and right?

The New Zealand division was granted the title 
Royal New Zealand Navy in 1941, but it did not get 
it’s own flag (ensign) until 1968.

Find the Royal Navy ensign that the New Zealand design 
was based on.  Design a new flag for the Navy ships to fly.

How would the sailor on the deck of HMNZS 
GAMBIA have felt sailing into Tokyo Bay, Japan, 
after the fighting of World War Two finished?

5 Weapons Gallery

Look at Howard Mallitte’s painting HMNZS 
ENDEAVOUR at McMurch 1964.  Can you spot 
the dog on the deck of the ship?

Why do you think we can’t have pets on Navy ships now?

Howard Mallitte suggested the design for the 
Army and Merchant Navy windows in St Paul’s 
Cathedral in Wellington.  

Imagine you are asked to design memorial window for 
the Navy.  Sketch your design below 

6 Pavilion & A D Boyle Room

What does the commemorative sculpture,  
As Above So Below, mean to you?
Describe what the different parts mean?

Use the iPads to research a ship or a person 
involved in World War One.  Write notes on 
what you learn about them below.



11 ABC of the Navy

Find the following:

      A children’s toy used for training
      Something made before 1850
      A handicraft made by a sailor 
      Something used for punishment long ago
      A code
      Something used for navigation
      A ship’s badge

Draw the artefact in the ABC of the Navy room 
that you find the most interesting.

12 Remembrance

This room has photos of Navy personnel who have died in 
service of New Zealand.  It does not have a photo of every 
person who has died in service, it is a representation.

Read the inscription on the wall

Kia hora te marino
Kia whakaponunamu te moana
Kia tere te karohirohi i mua i to huaraki mo ake tonu

Let there be peace
Let the sea glisten like greenstone
May the shimmering light forever dance in your path

Think about words that give comfort and reflect a love for 
the sea.
What are 4 words that could be used in a poem to remem-
ber sailors who have died at sea.

13 Medals Room

Choose a medal set from the drawers and search 
for it using the display number on the computer 
database.  

Fill out the following information:

Name:
Rank:
Medals Received:

Draw one of the medals from the set above.

14 All Exhibitions

Does New Zealand need a navy? Explain your 
answer below. 

You and two friends are stuck on a desert island.  
What five artefacts from the museum could you 
use to escape?

List them below and explain how you could use them in 
your escape.

7The Nuclear Age

Look at the displays on nuclear testing in 
Operation Grapple and at Mururoa.  How is New 
Zealand’s role different in the two operations?

Look at the countdown.  What did Arthur Venus 
see during the nuclear testing in Operation 
Grapple?

At the time there was no medal issued for 
Mururoa, an unoffical medallion was made.  In 
2002 a new medal was made, The New Zealand 
Special Service Medal (Nuclear Testing).  If you 
were to design this medal, what would it look 
like?

10Peacekeeping

Name four countries that the Royal New Zealand 
Navy has acted as peacekeepers for the U.N.

Imagine you are on a reconstruction mission in 
a city that has been destroyed by war.  Make a 
list of the public facilities (schools, hospitals etc) 

that you would rebuild.  What would be first?  Put them 
in order of the most important to the least important.

9Navy Today

What are two of the duties the Navy does when 
not on peacekeeping missions?

How do the sailors on ship get fresh water to 
drink while in Antarctica?

Listen to the video about the rescue at sea.  
What emotions do you think the people on the 
yacht were feeling?  How about the Navy sailors 

who rescued them?  How would they feel during the 
rescue?

8Wars in Asia

In total there were six Royal New Zealand Navy 
ships on active service in the Korean war.
Find the names of all six.

Ces Cameron was a Navy medic who was sent to 
Vietnam during the Vietnam war.  
He helped servicemen and local civilians.

The bead necklace was given to him by the 
Degar (Montaguard) people to say thank you.  

What is something special of yours that you would give 
to someone to say thank you?

People Being Rescued                  Navy Sailors


