
Operation Helo

DID YOU KNO
W:

to store NH
90 helicopt

ers, 

the rotor b
lades and t

ail 

fold up so they
 can fit in 

their hanga
r on the sh

ip.

You might think that helicopters are just part of the Air Force but the 

Royal New Zealand Navy (RNZN) uses them too. The Navy has five 

Seasprite maritime helicopters that are kept in shape by the Royal New 

Zealand Air Force but flown by Navy aircrew. 

The Navy ships Te Kaha, Te Mana, 

Aotearoa, Canterbury, Wellington, and 

Otago all have helicopter flight decks which 

the Seasprite helicopters can land on.

The Air Force also have eight NH90 

helicopters that can operate from HMNZS 

Canterbury.

A Navy Seasprite helicopter was used to 

transport Department of Conservation 

staff, and other scientists, from HMNZS 

Canterbury to the Kermadec Islands, 

along with dogs from the New Zealand 

Conservation Dog Programme.

The dogs and scientists were there to carry 

out conservation tasks and sometimes 

had to be lowered by cable into hard to 

reach places.



Operation 
Helo

CHALLENGE

YOU WILL NEED YOUR CHALLENGE

  �� Paper

  �� 1 paper clip

  �� Scissors

  �� Ruler

  �� Stopwatch or clock 

for timing

Make a helicopter that will stay in the air for 

as long as possible.

The basic instructions are given below, how 

can you change these to make the helicopter 

take longer to reach the ground?

FOLD YOUR HELICOPTER

DRAW YOUR TEMPLATE
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1. 1. Use a ruler to draw 

the template onto a 

piece of paper. 

2. 2. Cut out the paper 

and fold following the 

instructions below.

3. 3. Add a paperclip to 

the bottom.

4. 4. Test your helicopter 

by dropping it!

Cut along solid lines Fold along dotted lines

FUN FA
CT:

Helo i
s a

milita
ry nic

kname 

for he
licopt

er!


